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Sexual exploitation of children in tourism is

he commercial sexual exploitation of children
by persons who travel from their own country or
region fo another wusually less developed
country or region to engage in sexual acts with
children. Such acts are usually rewarded by
money and/or by food, clothing, small tokens,
or other objects."*

on is pieced together from the Declaration of the
{ Congress against Commercial Sexval Exploitation of
Children 998.

A worldwide scourge and a worrying
development in Madagascar

Cross-border trafficking might be a relatively
minor problem in Madagascar but internally the
prostitution of children .and the exploitation via
the tourist trade are a rapidly growing
phenomenon.

Between the ,.o::m_m poor understanding of
cultural  speci s and the myth of a
"redeeming marriage" with a foreigner, virtually
all the factors favor the development of child
sex tourism in Madagascar.

From the man on the street to the
perversity of the paedophile

Occasional sex tourists are ordinary people
who let go of their inhibitions when away from
home. They do not travel with the intent of
seeking sex with children, but they find
themselves succombing lo lemptation and
crossing the point of no return.

Sexually deviant tourists (e.g., paedophiles), on
the other hand, travel for the explicit purpose of
having sex with children and are very much in
the minority. .

Irremediable consequences for
children

Children do not freely choose to enter into
situations where they are exploited. They are
the victims of circumstances and pressures over
which they have no control.

The consequgnces, both physical and
psychological, have grave negative
consequences on a child's developmenl. The
youngesl victims are exiremely vulnerable to
sexually transmitted infections and to HIV/AIDS.

Identifiable factors

< Factors relating to the vulnerability of

children :

- Gender discrimination (girls are more
vulnerable to sexual exploitation than boys)

- Family break-ups

- Psychological fragility

- Social exclusion

- Children left fragile due to their situation :
living on the streets, exploited as workers

“ Factors relating to the context in the country :

- Pressure from the family or from other close
people

- Poverly and unemployment

- Poor access to education

- Rural exodus

- Lack of initiative from politicians, inadequate
legal framework

- Consumerism as a drain on resources

- Promotion of tourism, low price travel

- Harmful traditional practices

- Fear of contracting AIDS, causing seekers to
favour younger and younger children

Commonly held beliefs versus the truth

Tourist sex offenders use various arguments to
alleviate their gui

"The youngsters do it for pleasure, besides
which we help feed their family"

"Girls mature earlier here; sexuval relations
With children are a tradition”

"She came on strong, and | paid her"

Poverty is never a valid reason for a child
becoming a sexual object. As for Iradition, sex-
related cultural practices are subject to specific
social rules. Whatever the circumstances, sexual
relations with a child invariably involve abuse
and in no case can giving money or any other
reward be considered as an excuse or
justification for the act.

Child abuse is under law punishment

Behaving with impunity away from home is @ thing
of the past. Internationally enforced laws now
mean that any person can be prosecuted at home
for child sex crimes committed abroad.

In Madagascar, outrages against children,
corruption of minors, rape or attempted rape, and
production of pornographic material featuring
children all receive heavy punishment. Sentences
range from hard labour to life imprisonment.

What can | do?

Before leaving :
ind out as much as you can about the
destination
- Where possible, use of travel professionals
who show a proactive oftitude to ethical
tourism

During your stay :

- Never commit an irremediable act

- Get firmly used to the idea of saying NO

- If you are a witness to child sexual
exploitation, tell :

the police or gendarmerie station of your
locality

< the Central service of the police in
Antananarivo
Tel. (261) 020 22 227 35

When you get back :

- Notify your travel agent of any local service
provider you might have observed being
involved in the sexual exploitation of children




