
Styrax officinalis

Styrax officinalis is a species of plants belonging to the
family Styracaceae.

1 Varieries

Several botanical varieties exist:

• Styrax officinalis var. californicus (Torr.) Rehder
(1915) (synonym : Styrax californicus Torr.)

• Styrax officinalis var. fulvescens (Eastw.) Munz &
I.M. Johnst. (1924) (synonym : Styrax californicus
var. fulvescens Eastw.)

• Styrax officinalis var. jaliscanus (S. Watson) Perkins
(1907) (synonym : Styrax jaliscana S.Watson)

• Styrax officinalis subsp. redivivus (Torr.) Thorne
(1978) (synonym : Darlingtonia rediviva Torr.,
Styrax officinalis var. redivivus (Torr.) R.A.
Howard)

The California varieties Styrax officinalis subsp. redidi-
vus (Torrey) H. Howard and Styrax officinalis subsp. ful-
vescens (Styracaceae) have generally been regarded as the
same species, but recent molecular analysis has suggested
that they may be diverged to the point of being separate
species.[2]

2 Description

Styrax officinalis is a deciduous shrub reaching a height
of 2–5 metres (6 ft 7 in–16 ft 5 in).[3] It has a simple,
relaxed form, with very thin elliptical leaves 5–10 cm (2–
4 in) long and 3.5–5.5 cm (1 1⁄2–2 in) wide, alternate and
widely spaced on thin, reddish stems, with a tight, dark
bark on basal stems. A small very light green, stalked
axillary bud is associated with each leaf.
The inflorescence is short and few-flowered. The flowers
are axillary, bell-shaped, white and fragrant, about 2 cm
(1 in) long. The corolla has 5–7 petals and many yellow
anthers, the calyx is 5-lobed. Flowering period extends
from spring to summer (May-June).[4]

This plant is the “official” source of styrax, an herbal
medicine known from ancient times. Some believe it
to have been the stacte used together with frankincense,
galbanum, and onycha to make Ketoret, the Tabernacle
incense of the Old Testament.[5]
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3 Distribution

This species is native to southern Europe and the Middle
East. The species has been considered to include S. redi-
vivus, native to California.[2] It prefers dry rocky slopes,
woods and thickets at an elevation up to 1,500 metres
(4,900 ft) above sea level. [3]
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5 External links
• Jepson Manual Treatment: Styrax redivivus

• Calflora: Styrax redivivus

• Tropicos

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://dx.doi.org/10.2307%252F2446169
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSTOR
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2446169
http://www.pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Styrax+officinalis
http://www.botgard.ucla.edu/html/membgnewsletter/Volume5number2/index.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=UcLYLpwdcm8C
http://books.google.com/books?id=UcLYLpwdcm8C
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8493-8202-4
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/get_IJM.pl?tid=80616
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-taxon=Styrax+redivivus
http://www.tropicos.org/Name/30800059


3

6 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

6.1 Text
• Styrax officinalis Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Styrax_officinalis?oldid=703169117 Contributors: Stemonitis, John Hill, Ice-
CreamAntisocial, Mike Serfas, Carnby, Ruigeroeland, Nipisiquit, Elie plus, Addbot, Citation bot, Thehelpfulbot, RjwilmsiBot, ZéroBot,
Puffin, كلثوم بن ,عمرو Hectonichus, Omar hoftun, Helpful Pixie Bot, CitationCleanerBot, BattyBot, Sminthopsis84 and Anonymous: 3

6.2 Images
• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contribu-
tors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Styrax_officinalis.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Styrax_officinalis.jpg License: CC BY 3.0
Contributors: Own work Original artist: Eitan f

• File:_Styracaceae_-_Styrax_officinalis.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Styracaceae_-_Styrax_
officinalis.JPG License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Hectonichus

6.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Styrax_officinalis?oldid=703169117
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Styrax_officinalis.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Eitan_f
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Styracaceae_-_Styrax_officinalis.JPG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Styracaceae_-_Styrax_officinalis.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Hectonichus
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Varieries
	Description
	Distribution
	References 
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


