Alembic

Alembic

An alembic (from Arabic al-anbiq s.5Y), from Greek GuBvE ambyx
possibly from Semitic)m is an alchemical still consisting of two
vessels connected by a tube, used for distilling chemicals. Technically,
the alembic is the lid with a tube attachment (the still-head), which is
placed on top of a flask, the cucurbit, containing the material to be
distilled, but the word is often used to refer to the entire distillation
apparatus. If the lid and flask are in one piece, it may be called a retort.
The liquid in the cucurbit flask is heated or boiled; the vapour rises into
the alembic hood, where it cools by contact with the walls and

condenses, running down the spout into a receiving flask.

A modern descendant of the alembic (used to produce distilled

beverages) is the pot still.

Etymology

The word "alembic" is also used metaphorically for anything that
refines or transmutes, as if by distillation (as in "the alembic of creative
thought"). The word, like most alchemical terminology, comes from
the Arabic: al-anbig, meaning "still". The French spelling alambic is
also commonly used, especially as the apparatus is often associated
with cognac where it is known as alambic charentais (Charente

alembic). In Shakespeare's plays, the older variant "limbeck" appears.

The alembic symbol is Unicode U+2697 ALEMBIC (“?).

History

The earliest appearances of alembics are to be found in the works of

21 who conducted the first documented

ancient Saracen alchemists
scientific studies on distillation.”” This work was extended during the

Middle Ages by Muslim alchemists like Jabir ibn Hayyan.
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Picture of an alembic from a medaeval

manuscript

Alembics from a 1606 alchemy book, showing

the many sophisticated types.

Ambix, cucurbit and retort of Zosimos, reproduced in Collection des anciens alchimistes grecs by Marcelin
Berthelot
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Copper retort

References

[1] Forbes, Robert James (1970) A Short History of the Art of Distillation: from the beginnings up to the death of Cellier Blumenthal. Leyden: E.
J. Brill ISBN 978-90-04-00617-1; p. 23

[2] Encyclop®dia Britannica 1911, Alchemy (http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Alchemy).

[3] Forbes, Robert James (1970) A Short History of the Art of Distillation: from the beginnings up to the death of Cellier Blumenthal. Leyden: E.
J. Brill ISBN 978-90-04-00617-1; pp. 20-23

External links

* Small images of alembics (http://www.coppercrafts.eu/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=80&
lang=pt)

* Picture of a traditional alembic (http://www.premiumdestillen.de/components/com_virtuemart/shop_image/
product/Destillieranlage_4c17a825e34cl.jpg)

e A definition (http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/alembic)

* All Kind of Alembics (http://www.copper-alembic.com/products.php?lang=en)

* Soldered and Riveted Unions (http://www.copper-alembic.com/manufacturing/especificacoes.php?lang=en)



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alembic_%28PSF%29.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:AlambicCharentaisChalvignacPrulhoDistillation.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alambique_056.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Retort
http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Alchemy
http://www.coppercrafts.eu/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=80&lang=pt
http://www.coppercrafts.eu/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=80&lang=pt
http://www.premiumdestillen.de/components/com_virtuemart/shop_image/product/Destillieranlage_4c17a825e34c1.jpg
http://www.premiumdestillen.de/components/com_virtuemart/shop_image/product/Destillieranlage_4c17a825e34c1.jpg
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/alembic
http://www.copper-alembic.com/products.php?lang=en
http://www.copper-alembic.com/manufacturing/especificacoes.php?lang=en

Article Sources and Contributors

Article Sources and Contributors

Alembic Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?0ldid=569580351 Contributors: Aboalbiss, Al-Andalusi, Alex S, AlexanderKaras, Arjun01, Auntof6, Aziz1005, Backbeatlistener,
Barbaking, BarrelProof, Barticus88, Brucegeller, CJLL Wright, Chetvorno, Copper-alembic, CyberSkull, Dagl, Dino, Drbreznjev, Environnement2100, Fabullus, Fallschirmjdger, Felix Folio
Secundus, Fourthgeek, Gene.arboit, Gilgamesh, GreyCat, Groyolo, H Padleckas, Haikon, Hairy Dude, Tkur21, J8079s, Jacopo188, Jagged 85, Jemiller226, Jeremiah, Jiang, Jidan, Jnothman, Joe
Rodgers, Jonogibbs, Jorge Stolfi, Kbh3rd, Knight1993, Ksbrown, Kwertii, L Kensington, Man pl, ManiF, Maziar fayaz, Melchoir, Moham29, Ninly, Nixdorf, Notinasnaid, Oktanyum,
Omnipaedista, PBS-AWB, Physchim62, Plindenbaum, Prhartcom, Rees11, Rich Farmbrough, Riventree, Sadads, Sannse, Scumbag, Seanwal111111, Sikovin, Snowolf, Spacepotato, Stbalbach,
Suicidalhamster, Svartalf, The wub, Theon, UltraMagnus, W Michel, Wingman417, Wizard191, Woohookitty, Xanthoxyl, Yeti, ZxxZxxZ, 46 anonymous edits

Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors

File:Alambik1.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: Alambik1.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Original uploader was Makemake at de.wikipedia

Image:Alembics from Andreas Libavius Alchymia.png Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Alembics_from_Andreas_Libavius_Alchymia.png License: Public Domain
Contributors: Chetvorno

file:Zosimosapparat.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Zosimosapparat.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Original uploader was Adragoor at sv.wikipedia
file:Alembic.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: Alembic.jpg License: GNU Free Documentation License Contributors: Original uploader was Jeremiah at en.wikipedia

file:Alembic (PSF).jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: Alembic_(PSF).jpg License: unknown Contributors: Bastique, Chetvorno, Igno2, Jacopo188, Karelj, Lokal
Profil, PatriciaR

file:AlambicCharentaisChalvignacPrulhoDistillation.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: AlambicCharentaisChalvignacPrulhoDistillation.jpg License: Creative
Commons Attribution-Sharealike 3.0 Contributors: User:Virgil7

file:Alambique 056.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: Alambique_056.jpg License: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Contributors: Tamorlan

License

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
reati’ s.org/licenses sa/3.0/




	Alembic
	Etymology
	History
	References
	External links

	License

