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Introduction 

Quails are arguably the most lucrative type of poultry keeping. The birds have hundreds of benefits and 

advantages and it is believed that there are even more benefits of its products that are not yet known by 

human beings. 

Just to mention a few of the advantages, see the list below: 

 

1.   Requires minimum floor space. 

2.   Need Low Investment. 

3.   Quails are comparatively sturdy birds. 

4.   It can be marketed at an early age. ( I,e: five weeks) 

5.   Early sexual maturity starts laying eggs in about six- seven weeks of age. 

6.   High rate of egg laying 280 to 295 eggs per year. 

7.   Quail meat is tastier than chicken and has less fat content. 

8.   It promotes body and brain development in children. 

9.   Naturally, the quail eggs are on par with that of children, moreover they contain less cholesterol. 

10. Quail meat and eggs are a nutritious diet for pregnant mothers. 

11.  Highly age limit (survival- live) 2.5 To 3 yr. 

12.  They require very little amount of food in a day compared to the chicken. 
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Incubation 

To start quail farming, you must need to have an eggs incubator. This is best and the quickest way to 

venture in quail farming business. If you do not have an eggs incubator, it would mean that you have to 

buy mature birds. The mature birds rarely incubate the eggs after being raised with the commercial 

feeds, and when they do, they can only hatch a few chicks per time and you will take a very long time 

before you have enough quails for a good business. The other reason as to why you must have an 

incubator is because it will give you control of when you want to incubate the eggs unlike the natural 

way of incubating through the mature quails which would mean that you have to wait for the birds to 

start brooding. 

At Ecochicks Poultry Limited, we have a wide range of quail eggs incubators and we sell them at pocket 

friendly prices. The cheapest one goes for Ksh14000 and can incubate upto 120 quail eggs at a time. 

The incubation period normally takes 18 days. 

Structure 

One of the advantages in the rearing of quails is the relatively small space that is required. This also 

means that the cost of putting up a cage is less. 

A good general guideline is to have two square feet allotted for every adult bird. Construction does not 

have to be overly robust, as walls made of wire won't encounter many shear forces from the wind, and 

need only keep small birds inside. The bottom half of the cage, however, should be made sturdy enough 

to prevent animals such as skunks, cats, or dogs from breaking in. It is also wise to extend the chicken 

wire a foot into the ground so that animals cannot tunnel in or out. 

Give your birds a place where they can have shelter from the rain and shade from the hot sun. Also, 

cover the food and the water so that they don't get drenched in downpours 

Keep the cage clean and put the feed in a place where rats can't get to them. Cockroaches can be a 

problem if the cage isn't clean 

The materials commonly used in making quail cages are:  

1) plywood 

 2) ¼ inch mesh wire 

3) 1” x 1” lumber to serve as framework for every stage in the quail’s life, space requirement varies.  

Generally the following tips will help you in constructing your quail birds structure: 

1.   Six Quails can be reared in a square ft. of floor space. 

2.   After 2- weeks Quails can be reared in cages. This will help to gain good body- 

weight as un-necessary wandering of animals is avoided. 

3.   Cage- system:  Quails in cage system of rearing should be followed in this way:- 
 



AGE CAGE  SIZE NO. OF  
BIRDS 

 

FIRST 2 

WEEKS 

3*2.5*1.5 FT. 100 -BIRDS  

3—6 

WEEKS 

4*2.5*1.5 FT. 50- BIRDS  

 
 

 
 

4.   Each unit is about 6 feet in length and 1- foot in width and sub-divided in to 6 sub units. 

5.   To save space, the cages can be arranged up to 6 tiers high, they can be 4 to 5 cages in a 
row. 

6.   The bottom of cage is fixed with removable wooden plates to clean the biro- 

droppings. 

7.   Long narrow feed through are placed in front of the cages .water through are 

placed at the back of the cages. 

8.   Commercial egg layers are usually housed in colonies of 10—12 birds per cage. 

9.   For breeding purposes, male Quails are introduced in the cages in the ratio of 1 to 

3 - Females.  
 

 

See the next page for images of structures that will guide you in constructing your own quail structure: 

 



 



Basically, you don’t have to have a complicated structure. The following 

picture will give you an idea of what a perfect quails cage looks like: 

This cage measures 8 ft by 2 ft and can accommodate about 240 quails.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



1. Brooding requirements 

 



 



 



 

Generally feeds can be formulated as follows : ……………………… 
 

FEED- 

INGREDINTS 

CHICK- MASH GROWER - MASH 

-----------------    O TO 3 WEEKS 4  TO 6 WEEKS 

MAIZE 27 31 

SORGHUM 15 14 

DEOILED-RICE- 

BRAN 

08 08 

GROUNDNUT 

CAKE 

17 17 

SUN-FIOWER- 

CAKE 

12.5 12.5 

SOYA- MEAL 08 ---------- 

 

FISH-MEAL 10 10 

MINERAL- 

MIXTURE 

2.5 2.5 

SHELL- GRIT ------------ 05 

   

   

 
 

 
 
 
 



N0TES : 

   Feed material should be made of small particles. 

   A- 5 weeks old- Quail consume 500gm. Of feed . 

   Quail of 6 month old , consume about 30 to 35 gms. Of feed perday . 

   Quails require about  400gms. Feed for the production of 12- eggs . 

 Broiler –  starter  mash can be used  by adding 5kg. of  oil cakes to 75 feed the 

particles size is  reduced by grinding the feed for one more time . 
 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT GENERAL NOTES: 

1.   At the age of six- weeks, female Quails usually weight ‘’  175- 200 gms.’’ And the 

Males weight about ‘ ’125 -150 gm.’’ 

2.   Female Quails start laying eggs at 7 –weeks of age and continue up to 22- weeks 

of age 

3.   Usually egg laying happens during the evening time of the day . 

4.   The Quails egg usually weight about ‘’  9 to 10 gm ,and also goes to 12gm with 

properly nutrition- care. 

5.   The breast of the male Quail is usually narrow, and covered with equally distribute 

brown and white feathers.  But the female quail has a broad breast covered with 

brown feathers with black- dots. 

6.   The male and female quails should be separated at the age of 4- weeks. 

7.   Sixteen hours of light per day should be available to the egg laying Quails. 

 
MANAGEMENT OF QUAIL-CHICKS 
 
 

The  day old quail- chicks usually weight ‘’  8 to 10 gm.’’ Hence , The Quail chicks  need more 

temperature , absence of adequate temperature  and expose to high speed cool- wind leads to 

clustering of young ones , which result in high-mortality . 

 
DISEASES OF QUAILS: 
 
 

 When there is deficiency of vitamins and minerals and minerals in the female 

quail breeders , the chicks obtained from their fertile eggs are usually lean with 

weak legs . 

 To prevent this the breeder females should be provides with optimum minerals 

and vitamin  in their feed . 

 Generally Quails are resistant to infectious diseases than chicken . so there is no 

vaccination required for quails . 

 Proper management of Quail chicks , dis-infecting farm premise , providing clean 

drinking water to quails and feeding of quality concentrate  feed will prevent 

diseases outbreak-sin Quail farms . 

 

LICENSE REQUIREMENT FOR QUAIL- FARMING : 

 

 A government license is required to start quail farming considering the 



jungle variety of the bird, which is a protected species. Please visit the 

nearest KWS offices and you shall get valuable assistance. 

 

In case of further enquiries or clarifications, feel free to call us on 0707787884. 

 

Thanks. 

 

 
 

 


