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Purpose of this manual

The purpose of this manual is to provide seaweed farmers the basic
information in culturing the seaweed Kappaphycus alvarezii
(Commonly known as cottonii).

For more information please contact:

Commercialisation of Seaweed Production in Sl
P.O Box 883,

Honiara

Ph: (677) 39092 Fax: (677) 39093

Email: cospsi@solomon.com.sb

Or

Permanent Secretary,

Department of Fisheries and Marine Resources
P.O Box G13, Honiara

Ph: (677) 30564 Fax: (677) 38730

Other Publication

Seaweed Quality Manual
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Seaweeds grown in the Solomon
Islands are red algae or sea plants
similar to terrestrial plants that
require sunlight for food energy.
Other important commercial species
of seaweeds are: Gracilaria and
Gelidium
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Basic farm materials required to establish a farm

are raffia, 4 mm rope, 6 mm rope, knife, crow
bar, and measuring rope




Cut your raffia and 4 mm length rope
to a required length. Your propagule
must weigh about 200 g.




Post to post method or Long lines are suitable in

off-bottom is suitable to deeper waters. Drinking
shallow areas and sandy bottles can be used as
bottom where posts can floats.

be used.

Rafts require bamboos for
floating and can be used in
deeper or shallow areas.




The Six Weeks Cycle is important to attain
a maximum harvest. Planting each block
every week will provide you a weekly
rotational harvest.
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During harvest, use empty
sacks and dug out canoes to
speed the harvesting process.
After harvest, ensure that
unwanted debris such as
leaves, small fish and other
organisms are removed.
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Drying tables: platforms are
normally raised to avoid chickens
and pigs.

Drying table with raised cover
avoid seaweed from rain and
condensation.
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Epiphytes and Ice - ice are seasonal
problems. Ice-ice is when the plants are
turned white in color. Epiphytes are caused
by long threads of algae which can grow on
the skin of the seaweed and will be a
problem when they spread out through out
the farm. Epiphytes and ice-ice occurred
when the seaweed is under stress, when
the water temperature is too high, less
water flow and winds are light. Ensure that
plants are grown in good current areas
where water flow is good. Avoid planting
sick plants. Strong winds and tsunami can
destroy your farms. Transfer wet healthy
weeds from unaffected sites.
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