
Senna occidentalis

Senna occidentalis is a pantropical plant species.[1]

Vernacular names include : ʻauʻaukoʻi in Hawaii, coffee
senna, coffeeweed, Mogdad coffee, negro-coffee, senna
coffee, Stephanie coffee, stinkingweed or styptic weed.
The species was formerly placed in the genus Cassia.
The plant is reported to be poisonous to cattle.[2]
The plant contains anthraquinones. The roots con-
tain emodin[3] and the seeds contain chrysarobin
(1,8-dihydroxy-3-methyl-9-anthrone) and N-
methylmorpholine.[4]

1 Uses

Coffee Senna seeds

Mogdad coffee seeds can be roasted and used as a substi-
tute for coffee. They have also been used as an adulterant
for coffee. There is apparently no caffeine in mogdad cof-
fee.
Despite the claims of being poisonous, the leaves of this
plant, Dhiguthiyara in Dhivehi,[5] have been used in the
diet of the Maldives for centuries[6] in dishes such as mas

huni and also as a medicinal plant.[7]
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3 External links
• "Senna occidentalis". Integrated Taxonomic Infor-
mation System.

• Cassia occidentalis poisoning as the probable cause
of hepatomyoencephalopathy in children in western
Uttar Pradesh

• Cassia occidentalis inWest African plants – A Photo
Guide.
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