
Ocimum gratissimum

Ocimum gratissimum, also known as Clove Basil,
African Basil,[1] and in Hawaii as Wild Basil,[2] is a
species of Ocimum. It is native to Africa, Madagascar,
southern Asia, and the Bismarck Archipelago, and natu-
ralized in Polynesia, Hawaii, Mexico, Panama, West In-
dies, Brazil, and Bolivia.[3]

1 Other names

• EFINRIN in Yoroba

• Daidoya in Hausa

• Nchuawu in Igbo

• Ntonng in Ibibio

• Fobazen in haiti

2 Seed germination

Seeds seem to need strong sunlight to germinate.[4]

3 Pharmacology of extracts and es-
sential oils

The essential oil of Ocimum gratissimum contains
eugenol and shows some evidence of antibacterial
activity.[5][6][7][8] A polyherbal preparation of a water ex-
tract obtained from the leaves of Gongronema latifolia,
Vernonia amygdalina and Ocimum gratissimum showed
analgesic activity.[9] The essential oil has potential for use
as a food preservative,[10] and is toxic to Leishmania.[11]
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