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Family: Fabaceae Lindl. (/taxon/urn:Isid:ipni.org:names:30000147-2)
Genus: Erythrina L. (/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:30007957-2)

Erythrina senegalensis bc.

Coral tree has nothing to do with coral reefs — the name comes from the stunning bright red colour of its flowers, which
appear on the tree in profusion when it is still without leaves. These flowers stand out starkly against the deeply fissured bark,
and present quite a show in the wooded grassland which is its natural habitat. But it is beauty with a sting in its tail — the bark
is covered in large, sharp spines. Because of this, the tree is planted for hedging. Only a very determined intruder would try to
pass through a hedge made of this tree — and a stupid one, too, because a good coral tree hedge is impenetrable. It is a
common tree in villages, planted for its medicinal uses and beauty, as well as for hedging.

v Descriptions

v According to Flora of West Tropical Africa [FwTa]

Papilionaceae, Hutchinson and Dalziel. Flora of West Tropical Africa 1:2. 1958

Habit
Usually a small tree, 10-15 ft. but sometimes attaining a height of 40-50 ft.

Prickles
Armed with stout prickles slightly recurved from a woody base

Flowers
Conspicuous with scarlet flowers, usually when leafless; standard petal folded flat

Ecology
In savannah country and commonly planted as a hedge.

» According to Kew Species Profiles [ksp]

v Uses

v According to Project MGU - Useful Plants Project (UPP) database [uPPd]

Infections & Infestations

Active against gram positive bacteria and methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus Unspecified parts - Insect
management products from Malian tradicional medicine

Blood System Disorders

Jaundice Unspecified paify ditsarddnanaiesapidumdiats Somddaliandadlicional medieine
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Ornamentals
Unspecified parts - Plant Resources of Tropical Africa: basic list of species and commodity grouping

» According to Kew Species Profiles [ksP]
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Native

¥ Full Distribution Listing
W kB

v Common Names

English
Coral tree

W KSP
> Other Data
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