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Tropical Bonsai – Jaboticaba

aboticaba is a sub-tropical fruit tree native to the 
Minas Gerais region of Brazil. Although considered a 
shrub or small tree here, in its South American 
homeland it can reach heights up to 35 feet. The fruit 

skin can be tough but the pulp is grapelike, pleasant to taste and
perfect for jellies, jam and wine.

dark green as they age. The bark is
thin, reddish and flaky. Occa sion -
ally patches peel off, leaving an
attractive variation in color. Both
the creamy white flowers and

dark purple (almost
black) grape-sized
fruit grow directly on
the trunk. 

Young seedlings are
slow to mature and
rarely endure the
transplanting and
trimming of bonsai

hobbyists. Older plants however,
are very tolerant of the necessary
pruning of both roots and
branches. Jaboticaba are upright
trees and are rarely styled other-
wise. Even the very straight
trunks have gentle movement 
and two or three together make
nice groupings.

BY MARY C. MILLER

JJ
For greater detail of discovery 
and distribution of Myrciaria c. 
see http://www.hort.purdue.edu/
newcrop/ morton/jaboticabas.
html, which includes the follow-
ing: “The word
‘jaboticaba’ is said to
have been derived
from the Tupi term,
jabotim, for turtle, and
means ‘like turtle fat,’
presumably referring
to the fruit pulp.” 

Cauliflorous is an
adjective referring to the produc-
tion of flowers and fruit forming
on the trunks and often older
branches of trees. 

AS BONSAI

Myrciaria cauliflora makes a grace-
ful bonsai. The leaves are soft and
almost pink when new, they
develop into a somewhat glossy



AUGUST 2007 PAGE 7

Japanese Blav Pine in Florida

had the opportunity to visit Florida a few summers 
ago over the Fourth of July at the Convention at 

Cape Canaveral. This was my first visit to the state for a 
Bonsai-related activity. The convention was outstanding and

I learned many things, especially about the fine Tropicals that are
grown in Florida. It was a real surprise when talking with many people
that they felt that Japanese Black Pine did not grow well in Florida.

for Gulf Coast Bonsai on JBP.
That meant that maybe there
was a new group of Bonsai grow-
ers who did not see those articles
or maybe thought that JBP were
much too complicated for bonsai.

I had the pleasure of
returning to Florida
in January 2006 to
speak at two bonsai
clubs and a wonder-
ful bonsai nursery.
The nursery was
operated by Jason
Schley and located

in Holly Hill, Florida. Jason had
many JBP growing at his nursery
and they were doing very well.
He has learned to grow this tree.
I also had the pleasure of meet-
ing Mike Rogers and see two
specimen JBP that were grown
to perfection! Mike also told me

I thought about that many times
after I returned to the nursery in
North Carolina. The climate in
North Carolina is not that much
different than in some sections
of Florida. Granted, the southern
parts of Florida are
warmer in the sum-
mer and winter than
my State of North
Carolina , but the
USDA shows the JBP
will not only grow in
the north of Florida
but will flourish
throughout your fine
State. I wondered why more
people did not grow the king of
trees (Kuro Matsu)! It should not
be because of the State’s climate.
The climate is great for the tree.
My thoughts went to a level of
understanding. I did write many
articles during the mid-eighties

BY STEVE PILACIK

II      
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Taking That Next Step…

BY HENRY ROBBINS

Early last year, I asked myself all
those questions, and I decided
that if I wanted to become better
at bonsai, I needed to
get off my butt and do
something about it.
I’ve never been good
at studying at home, 
I learned this while I
was in college. For me,
I had to get out of the
house and study some-
place where I couldn’t be dis-
tracted. So I decided that if I
wanted to learn bonsai, I had to
get out of Florida, which is what
eventually led me to studying with
Boon Manakitivipart.

Boon conducts a 3-day “Intensive”
hands-on learning experience
about 10 times per year at his home.
Boon lives in Alameda, California,

which is a short drive from San
Francisco and Oakland. I arrived
in Oakland on a Sunday and spent

the better part of the
day recuperating
from the trip, I knew
I had a long week
ahead of me, so I
wanted to be well
rested at the start.
On Monday, the
adventure began at

8:00 a.m. with Boon picking me
up from the hotel and driving me
to his house, along with five other
students. At 8:30, Boon called us all
into his living room where he sat
us down and we watched videos.
The first day we watched a video
(in Japanese) on black pines. Boon
translated the important points
for us and it was actually quite
interesting to watch. Once the

ave you ever looked at the exhibit trees at the 
Miami show, or perhaps at the show in Fort Myers,

and wondered how the artists created such magnificent
bonsai? Did you ever wonder if you would ever be

able to create a masterpiece like the ones on exhibit? Have you ever
watched Ed Trout, Jim Smith or Ernie Fernandez put on a demonstra-
tion and wonder how they make it look so easy? Did you ever tell your-
self that one day you would like to be able to create masterpiece bonsai?

H  H  
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video was over, we were led to the
kitchen table where we each took
a seat. Boon handed out some
educational material, which we all
read through and discussed.
Around 9:30, we all went outside
to start working on trees.

As you step out on the back
porch, you really get an eyeful.
The trees in Boon’s backyard were
absolutely amazing, trees in all
shapes, sizes and varieties. I can-
not begin to describe all the trees
to you, so I have included some
pictures of Boon’s backyard for
you to look at. All the students
were given a station at which to
work, and Boon started bringing
in the black pines. I have not seen
any black pines in Florida that
even come close to the trees that
Boon brought in, they were Huge!

The first thing Boon taught us
was to pull the old needles from
the pines. We pulled needles for
hours until we took a break for
lunch. The time went by so
quickly that I didn’t even notice
that I was starving. Boon took us
to a Thai restaurant and we ate
like kings. I don’t remember what
I ate, but it must have been good,
because I ate it all. By the way, I
should mention that Boon pays
for both lunch and dinner each
day, and he always goes to the best
restaurants. For a little guy, he can
sure pack away the food. After
lunch, Boon took us over to the
bakery next door and forced us to
eat some pastries. Boy, was I stuffed.

After returning to Boon’s house,
we pulled needles from one pine
after another until 6:00 p.m. We
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Charged mind at sunup

Clip clip – tea – chop chop – wee pot

Bunjin at sundown.

J O E S A M U E L S

DALE COCHOY
13262 Kaufman Ave. NW � Hartville, OH 44632
TEL 330/877-9276 � FAX 330/877-1446
E-MAIL: DaleCochoy@Prodigy.net
www.wildthingsbonsai.com

BONSAI STUDIO
Yakimono no Kokoro Bonsai Pottery
Handmade Contemporary Stoneware Pots
Also Specializing In Power Wood Carving Tools

I N  M E M O R Y

Sadly Julie Trigg’s husband, Peter, 

passed away on June 12, 2007 

after a battle with cancer. 

Our thoughts are with Julie and her family.

M I K E C A R T R E T T

Lectures, Demonstrations, Workshops, 
Private Sessions, Bonsai Redesign, 
aRepotting, Maintenance, and Sales 

YO UR S O URCE F O R T RO P IC A L I N F O RM AT I O N.
B.S. in Horticulture,

Over thirty years as a nursery owner.

CALL 561.586.2541 OR EMAIL cartrettm@bellsouth.net 
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Jupiter Bonsai

Above, Proprietor Allen Carver and wife Leah with two of his creations, a bonsai and his beautiful daughter, Ella! 

Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai, Nursery Stock, 

Stands, Tools, Pots, Soil, Wire

Everything for your bonsai needs!

Call  5 6 1 . 6 2 8 . 6 3 9 2 for information

W H O L E S A L E T O T H E T R A D E

Retail, Demonstrations and Workshops 
for Bonsai Clubs by Appointment Only.

visit our website: www.jupiterbonsai.com
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Schley’s Bonsai & Supplies
1080-A Ridgewood Avenue • Holly Hill, FL 32117 • (386) 295-2612 

Store hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Specializing in large trunk trees.
We have over 100 Cypress trees 

with trunk diameters from 4˝ to 16.̋

Over 5,000 plants in stock, 
500 in bonsai containers.

We carry a wide variety of 
Japanese and Chinese pots, 

as well as soils and tools.

Monthly workshops conducted.

S P E C I A L
Bring this ad to the nursery by June 15 and 

you will be eligible to buy 1 tree and 
get 1 tree of equal or lesser value for ½ price. 

DIRECTIONS: From I-95 take exit 265 (LPGA Blvd East). 
Head towards Holly Hill/Daytona, about 4½ miles. At Ridgewood
Avenue, US 1 South, take a right, Schley’s bonsai is 2nd driveway –
approximately 20 feet on the right.

Please visit our website at www.schleysbonsai.com

AU G U S T  S P E C I A L !
Bring this ad and get 20% off 

your next purchase!!!
(One time only, no repeats. 

One order per customer per coupon.)
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Dragon Tree Bonsai 
L A R G E  S P E C I M E N  T R E E S  A VA I L A B L E

ROBERT PINDER
3663 S.W. Honey Terrace, Palm City, FL 34990 

(772) 418-7079  email rpinder1948@yahoo.com 
Right Next to Turnpike Exit #133 in Palm City

We are proud to have supplied the large Cypress specimens for 
the BSF 2007 Convention workshops. Please come join us at our 
study group meeting held on the second Sunday of every month. 
Time: 10–1 at Dragon Tree Bonsai, We’re looking forward to seeing you.

email for information BonsaiArtWork@aol.com

Bonsai ArtWork by Virginia 904 269 9663

H & F Import Bonsai Pots & Supplies Inc.
1380 NW 65 Ave . Suite B . Plantation, FL 33313

Andy Shi
PHONE (954) 331-9611  CELL (954) 668-6372

FAX (954) 747-6848
EMAIL bonsaipotsusa@yahoo.com

We wholesale all types of bonsai pots and related items.
Pre-order and large discounts available. 

Call for information.
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Bonsai by Dura-Stone
Dura-Stone Nursery was started as a wholesale nursery specializing in landscape
plants, cacti and bonsai. As the demand for bonsai and prebonsai increased we
decided to discontinue the landscape and cactus plants.

We are now a full-service
bonsai nursery special izing
in tropical plants. We carry
several lines of bonsai pots,
tools, wire and soil. Our
prebonsai are all trained for
bonsai with low branches
and heavy trunks. The 

finished bonsai are in 
all sizes from mame to
very large.

The nursery is open to the
public Monday–Friday from
8–5 or by appointment.

The nursery is open to the
public the fourth Sunday of
each month, weather permitting, for a free workshop. You may bring your own
plants, purchase from the nursery or just come to visit. Jim Smith, Jim Van
Landingham, Doug Smith or one of the other regular visitors is always willing 
to help you.

We wholesale to bonsai dealers throughout the country and internationally; 
we will ship any way you choose.

Dura-Stone Nursery
304 Old Dixie S.W., Vero Beach, FL

email: jamess@gate.net or visit us at: www.jimsmithbonsai.com
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BSF Membership

Individuals acquire BSF membership as members of a local affiliated club. Other
memberships include: Member-At-Large, Member Organization-At-Large, Donor
Membership, or Special Life Membership.

For membership information contact Carol Partelow, Membership Chair, 
35 Eastwood Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164-6157.    eMail: gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com

Florida Bonsai Publications

A black and white printed version of the magazine is provided to members of the Bonsai
Societies of Florida. It is also available to the public in full color by downloading from 
the BSF website: www.bonsai-bsf.com/color_cy.htm

There is a screen version of the publication in full color. Be sure you have the most 
current version of Adobe Reader. Adobe Reader software is free and available at
www.adobe.com.

PHOTO AND ILLUSTRATION CREDITS

Cover, Pages 12, 14–15, 31: Mary Miller; Page 30: Bob Hulnick; Pages 6, 11,18–21: Louise
Leister; Pages 32–33: Kathi Maisano; Pages 2: Ronn Miller; Pages 7–10: Steve Pilacek;
Pages 34–40: Henry Robbins; Page 13: Jim Smith; Pages 16–17: Tom Stoute; Pages 26–29:
Mike Sullivan; Page 41: Virginia L. Wager.

Wigert’s Mango Grove & Nursery
Bonsai, Pre-bonsai, Pots, Tools, Supplies, Classes

Your source for quality tropical material.

15857 Quail Trail
Bokeelia, Florida 33922

239.896.5549 • 239.283.2910
wigertsbonsai@earthlink.net
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List of Advertisers

Florida Bonsai Subscription ForM

Florida Bonsai is published by the Bonsai Societies of Florida (BSF) four times a
year. If you would like to subscribe to Florida Bonsai for $15 a year, please complete
the following form.

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

AFFILIATION

DATE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Make check payable to Bonsai Societies of Florida and mail to:
Bonsai Societies of Florida Subscription,
c/o Carol Partelow, 35 Eastwood Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164-6157.
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