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Açaí Branco:
Maintaining Agrobiodiversity through a Local

Seed System in the Amazon Estuary

Ashley DuVal, MESc 2010

Introduction

(Euterpe oleracea, Mart.), his primary cash crop, 

the differences between the palms, both laden with 
dense clusters of jade fruits. The difference was subtle, 
I would learn, and virtually indiscernible to all but 

palms. The oily palm fruits of the common variety 

black, then continue to develop on the tree until the 
dark fruits obtained a dusty silver sheen. The fruits 

to be an unripe fruit, a difference that was virtually 

the variety. Locally valued forest product varieties 

the processes of selection, adaptation and diffusion 
and the role that small holder producers play in 
domestication of crop and forest product resources. 

Ashley DuVal is originally from the California Bay Area, 
where she graduated with a BS in Conservation and Re-
source Studies from UC Berkeley. She worked in the East 
Bay in urban forestry before coming to FES. Her academic 
and research interests at FES included ethnobotany, com-
munity management of resources, traditional knowledge 
of plant resources and conservation of agrobiodiversity. 
She plans to continue pursuing research and work oppor-
tunities in documenting and conserving plant diversity. 

Background

and its trademark purple color a household term. The 

food retains its cultural and dietary importance.
 

(personal observation 2009). Many of these claims are 
supported by the differences in composition between 

ability to be mixed with other foods and not cause 

with more oil and less iron serve an important function.
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June 2009). To date, no study has been conducted on 

branco and little remains known about this evasive 

remember, it has always been primarily imported 

the purple counterpart, and for the last two years 

explored in the theoretical framework of an informal 
seed system. While the formal seed sector represents 

of approved and tested seeds, with the intention of 

Figure 1. Açaí Branco Planting Techniques: (a) Seeds of açaí branco are set aside in 
buckets to germinate after the pulp has been removed. (b) Seedlings of açaí branco are 
separated into plastic bags until they are large enough to transplant in the ground. (c) 
Seeds of açaí branco are dumped in a pile to germinate in a sunny environment close to 
the house. (d) Seeds of açaí branco are cast onto the forest ! oor and left to germinate.
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Figure 2. Map of 
Açaí Branco Seed 
Exchanges

 
seed systems often perform an important role in the 
distribution of new varieties, maintenance of crop 

two systems, formal and informal, can be viewed 
as complementary, often by necessity (Almekinders 

a dynamic seed system for small farmers for small 

use and development, (2) seed production and 

will serve as the foundation for an analysis of 

          The community where this study took place is 

a very recent land history and well-documented land 

cover transitions since it was converted from ranch 

members all maintain secure land tenure, and the 

Methods

consisted of participant observation within a household 

informal interviews with a number of community 

es to select 
key informants. The outcomes included a social map 

Ashley DuVal
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Results and Discussion

a dynamic seed system in accordance with the three 

 
Variety Use and Development

had already been planted. Located on a tributary 

they already had mature palms. When interviews 

to the urban market, the seeds were set aside to be 

It was reported by the head of Household A that the 
fruits purchased from Household B had superior 

variety branco, even after the type has saturated the 
community. 

 Seed production is said to be more 

a controlled study in the EMBRAPA1 experimental 

into cleared areas, such as sunny banks, where the 

in the life cycle of the palm. All property owners 

to intensify the varietal production under more humid 
and closed canopies, conditions linked with superior 

Seed Production and Storage Under Local 
Conditions:          

Seed Exchange Mechanisms of Açaí Branco: 
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introduced to the community from either one or 
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          The results of this study support the role of 
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estuary. However, its very presence and proliferation 
within communities demonstrates an important fact 

domestication. The local importance, individual 

selected between and within communities supports 

their economic options, in response to local tastes 
and preferences. 
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