
Spondias purpurea

Spondias purpurea is a species in flowering plant in the
cashew family, Anacardiaceae, that is native to tropical
regions of the Americas. It is most commonly known
as jocote, which derives from the Nahuatl word xocotl,
meaning any kind of sour or acidic fruit.[1] Other com-
mon names include red mombin, purple mombin,[2]
hog plum, ciruela huesito (Venezuela), sineguela,
siriguela; and jobito (Ecuador).

1 Description

Fruits of Spondias purpurea.

Sineguelas from the Philippines

It is a small to medium-sized tree up to 7 m (23 ft) tall.
The leaves are deciduous in the short dry season, but only
fall shortly before the new leaves develop; they are pin-
nate, with 7-23 leaflets, each leaflet 3–5 cm long and 1.5–
2 cm broad. The flowers are small, reddish-purple, pro-
duced in large panicles. The fruit is an edible oval drupe,

3–5 cm long and 2-3.5 cm broad, ripening red (occasion-
ally yellow) and containing a single large seed.
It is now widely cultivated in tropical regions throughout
the world for its edible fruit, and is also naturalised in
some areas, including the Philippines and Nigeria. Nu-
merous cultivars have been selected for fruit quality. It is
also abundant in Jamaica andCentral America. In Florida
growth is relegated to near-tropical areas of the state, and
the tree is killed or greatly harmed by cold winter tem-
peratures from Palm Beach County northward.[3]

In Ecuador it is propagated by planting trunks. Seedlings
are green when not ripe but enjoyed by locals by adding
sea salt.The ripe fruit is red and is very sweet to the taste.
The fruits are often eaten ripe, with or without the skin.
It is sometimes eaten unripe with salt and vinegar or lime
juice, commonly sold in the streets inmost Central Amer-
ican countries in plastics bags; also available are red hot
pepper sauce and “alhuaishte” (very fine ground toasted
pumpkin seeds).
In Haiti, it is known under the name of 'siwèl' and spread
throughout the mountainous areas of the country, mostly
in the northern and southern mountain ranges.
One typical dish in Salvadoran cuisine consists of a syrup
made of panela (is a molasses made from artisan sugar
blocks made by boiling cane juice from a molienda [cane
crushing station traditionally ran by oxen or currently
with portable gas engines], to evaporate water until it
achieves thick molasses consistency. Then poured into
wood molds and let it cool down. Once solidified later are
wrapped in dry corn husk leaves called “tuzas” and sold in
the markets], jocote and mango. This can be found only
during the harvest season for these fruits starting around
Semana Santa (Easter) to end of August.
The single large seed, which takes up most of the fruit, is
not eaten
.
In Panamá AND Coastal Ecuador, the tree is used
throughout the countryside as a living fence.

2 Cultural significance

The “Pacto del Jocote”, peace treaty was signed in Costa
Rica on April 11, 1842 under a jocote tree in Alajuela
between FranciscoMorazán and Vicente Villaseñor over-
turning the government of Braulio Carrillo.
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2 4 EXTERNAL LINKS

Ripe jocote and seed once pulp has been eaten

“Sirgüelas” or plums in syrup, Oaxaca, México

3 References

[1] Spanish Royal Academy Dictionary

[2] "Spondias purpurea". Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service PLANTS Database. USDA. Retrieved 27
November 2015.

[3] Boning, Charles R. (2006). Florida’s Best Fruiting Plants:
Native and Exotic Trees, Shrubs, and Vines. Sarasota,
Florida: Pineapple Press, Inc. pp. 150–151.

4 External links
• Miller, A and Schall, B. 2005. Domestication of
a Mesoamerican cultivated fruit tree, Spondias pur-
purea. PNAS 102:12801–12806

• Purple mombin

http://buscon.rae.es/draeI/SrvltGUIBusUsual?LEMA=jocote
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SPPU
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_Resources_Conservation_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_Resources_Conservation_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Agriculture
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/newcrop/morton/purple_mombin.html


3

5 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

5.1 Text
• Spondias purpurea Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spondias_purpurea?oldid=716386061 Contributors: William Avery, Davidcan-
non, MPF, PDH, Jojit fb, B0at, Hesperian, Keenan Pepper, BanyanTree, Ricardo Carneiro Pires, Eubot, CJLL Wright, Gdrbot, Yurik-
Bot, TDogg310, Chriswaterguy, Mmcannis, EncycloPetey, Colonies Chris, Fev, Tmangray, Kikumbob, Alaibot, Mmcknight4, Idioma-
bot, VolkovBot, LaNicoya, Penarc, Jaguarlaser, SieBot, TubularWorld, Hippo99, MystBot, Addbot, LatitudeBot, Arjuno3, WikiDreamer
Bot, Yobot, Ptbotgourou, Ahclovis, Machodelmonte, Theornamentalist, AnomieBOT, Rubinbot, Masterknighted, Obsidian Soul, Emaus-
Bot, ZéroBot, ClueBot NG, Plantdrew, Yowanvista, Soulecito, Wwiiipage, Cboning, Spectrumresearch, Sunlighttravelsfast, Kalover87 and
Anonymous: 27

5.2 Images
• File:Ciruelas_en_almíbar.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/34/Ciruelas_en_alm%C3%ADbar.JPG Li-
cense: CC BY 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Slevinr

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contribu-
tors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Jocote_fruit.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Jocote_fruit.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contrib-
utors: Own work Original artist: Elveoflight

• File:Jocotes_and_seed.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Jocotes_and_seed.jpg License: CC BY-SA
4.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Spectrumresearch

• File:Question_book-new.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:
Tkgd2007

• File:Red_Pencil_Icon.png Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Red_Pencil_Icon.png License: CC0 Contrib-
utors: Own work Original artist: Peter coxhead

• File:Siniguelas_(Spanish_plum_-_Spondias_purpurea)_-_Mindanao,_Philippines.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/
wikipedia/commons/1/10/Siniguelas_%28Spanish_plum_-_Spondias_purpurea%29_-_Mindanao%2C_Philippines.jpg License: CC
BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Obsidian Soul

• File:Wikispecies-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Wikispecies-logo.svg License: CC BY-SA
3.0 Contributors: Image:Wikispecies-logo.jpg Original artist: (of code) cs:User:-xfi-

5.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spondias_purpurea?oldid=716386061
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/34/Ciruelas_en_alm%25C3%25ADbar.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Soulecito&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Jocote_fruit.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Elveoflight
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Jocotes_and_seed.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Spectrumresearch&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Question_book.png
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Equazcion
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Tkgd2007
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Red_Pencil_Icon.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Peter_coxhead
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Siniguelas_%2528Spanish_plum_-_Spondias_purpurea%2529_-_Mindanao%252C_Philippines.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Siniguelas_%2528Spanish_plum_-_Spondias_purpurea%2529_-_Mindanao%252C_Philippines.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Obsidian_Soul
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Wikispecies-logo.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikispecies-logo.jpg
//cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:-xfi-
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Description 
	Cultural significance 
	References 
	External links 
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


