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Hazardsin the wet tropics

Notes from the
Editor

Thisissueof Tropical Topicslooksat
avariety of thethingswhichmay bite,
sting, kick, suck or poison visitorsto
thewet tropics. Many peoplebelieve
that therainforestisfull of snakesand
other animalsjust waitingfor achance
to attack them. In fact, they are most
unlikely to be harmed, especialy if
they keep to the tracks and do not try
to sample ‘ bush tucker’.

Probably the greatest dangers for
visitors to the wet tropics are not in
therainforest butinnearby water. Hot
and tired from their walks they may
put themselves at risk on slippery
rocks and in fast-flowing or croc-
inhabited rivers. Many will be only
too ready to splash into the summer
sea, unaware of the danger posed by
boxjdlyfish. Itisimportant that guides
and others in the tourism industry
warnvisitors, particularly thosefrom
overseas, of these dangers.

Someter minology
A venomous animal uses a bite or
stingtointroduceatoxininto another
animal. A poisonous animal, such as
a pufferfish or toad, contains toxins
which may be absorbed if theanimal
is eaten. The term toxic covers both.

Strictly speaking, anti-venom for
snakes is termed antivenene and for
spiders antivenin. For the sake of
simplicity all are referred to as anti-
venom in this newsl etter.

Tour operators may wish to laminate
page7 and makeitavailableincoaches,
offices and so on to encourage
environmental ly-friendly behaviour.
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Oneof thefirst questionscommonly asked by visitor stothewet tr opicsisabout
danger oussnakes. However , oneof themost danger ousanimalsinthewet
tropics—thecauseof at least 20 deathsin Australiain thefirst half of this
century —isoneof which few peoplear eawareand whichissosmall its
approachisalmost never noticed. ItistheAustralian paralysistick (Ixodes

holocyclus) alsoknown asthescrub tick.

Ticksareessentially large miteswhich
need to feed on blood and are
attracted to their hosts by movement
and by the carbon dioxide exhaled by

mammals. Dropping ontotheir victims

from grass or leaves, they quickly find
adark moist spot such as the upper
thighs, armpits, behind ears or on the
scalp where they attach themselves
and begin to feed. A female needs
three feeds of blood during its life but
itisusualy thethird feed of the large
adult femal e which causestrouble.
(Theadult malefeedson femaleticks.)

Fromtimetotime, asthetick feeds, it
injects unwanted fluid from the blood
back into the host’s body, aong with
itsown saliva. This salivacontains a
powerful toxin and the output

increases as the tick’s body enlarges.

Small children begin to show the
effects of the toxin after about three
days when their walking tends to
become unsteady. This muscle
paralysis spreads to their arms and
then, if no help isgiven, to their chest
muscles, at which stage they may die
fromrespiratory failure. The
devastating effect of its salivaon

some hosts is of no obvious use to the

tick and seemsto be purely aquirk of
nature. Its normal native host, the
bandicoot, isimmune.

Itisimportant to be aware of the
potential impact of paralysisticks,
especialy on children (and pets) and
particularly during the peak season,
from Juneto December. After
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bushwalking all members of the group
should be checked for the following
six daysfor signs of ticks— usually a
minor irritationand lump.

If oneisfound adab of petral, lighter
fluid, kerosene, turpentine or
insecticide may causethe animal to
drop off. Otherwise, grasp thetick as
near to the person’s skin as possible
and pull it off, taking care not to
squeeze the body which might then
inject more saliva. If the mouthparts
remain, they can beflicked out witha
sharp blade, but there is no need to
cut the skin.

Reaction to the toxin wears off slowly
(evenincreasing for awhilefollowing
removal). Happily, dueto awareness of
the problem and the availability of an
antitoxin, deathsfrom ticks are now
very rare.

An adult tick is at first oval, flat,
yellowish and the size of a match
head. Asit feeds it darkens and swells
to the size of a pea (above).
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Illustration courtesy Queensland Museum

Venomous snakes

Thebad newsand thegood news

Thereare approximately 140 speciesof land snakein The good news is that Australian snakes are responsible for
Australia. Some 70 percent of them are venomous, making relatively few human deaths. In fact, statistically, you are as
Australia possibly the only country in the world where likely to diefrom asnake bitein Franceasyou arein
venomous snakes outnumber non-venomous Species. Augtralial Most dangerous Australian snakes are shy and
However, of these only about 20 species (all in the elapid unaggressive. Also, the availability of anti-venom and the
family) are considered dangerously venomousto humans. A adoption of effective first-aid measures have undoubtedly
further dozen or so may be dangerous to children. saved many livesin recent decades.
Danger ous snakes in the wet tropics Avoidingtrouble
Happily, most of thesnakeswhich visitor stowet tr opicsrainfor estsar elikely Venom isamodified salivaused to
toseear enon-venomouspythonsand treesnakes. (Pythonsar e, however, incapacitate prey. It allowsthe
capableof deliveringnasty, if non-venomous, biteswhen antagonised.) snake to target arange of animals
Nevertheless, somedanger oussnakesinhabit thewet tropics. which would otherwise be too big to
tackle. Venom also beginsthe
Taipan (Oxyuranusscutellatus) reptiles. Itisquick to retreat and if process of digestion and speeds it
Thetaipan isfast and agile, with very cornered tends to make bluff attacks, up, important for cold-blooded
long fangs (upto 13mm). Inthepasta  preferring not to waste its venom. This | animalswhose stomach enzymes
bitewasinvariably fatal. Itismainlyan ~ venomisnot very toxic and fatalities could stop working if external
inhabitant of tropical woodlands and arerarein adults, although it could be temperaturesdrop below critical
canefields, itslikingfor ratsandmice  dangerous to children. levels. The third function of venom

bringing it into contact with humans. It
isnot naturally aggressive and will
always prefer to retreat from ahuman
but will attack ferocioudly if cornered.

Northerndeathadder (Acanthophis
praelongus)

Death adders prefer dry forest,
grassland and sandy scrubland. Well-
camouflaged, this snakeliesin ambush
inthelesf litter wagglingtheworm-like
end of itstail to lurelizards, birdsand
rodents within striking distance of its
head. Unlike most snakes, it does not
move away when humans approach
and strikes swiftly with a potent
venom when trodden on.

Red-bellied black snake(Pseudechis
porphyriacus)

This snake is usually found around
water and damp coastal forests where
it feeds on aquatic animals and small

isto act as adeterrent.
Easternor common brown snake
(Pseudonaja textilis) A snake does not wish to bite

This snakeisfound in avariety of humans and waste venom on prey
habitats and is common in open forest too large to consume. Most will

and cultivated land of the Tablelands. removethemselvesif at all possible

When threatened it may rear up and and, even when cornered, will often
bite aggressively, delivering one of the | withhold venom when biting. The
most potent snake venoms, abeit in golden ruleis not to meddle with
small quantities. Itsliking for ratsand snakes and wear boots and jeans
mice bringsit into contact with when in snake country.
humans and it is aleading cause of
serious snake bite in Queensland. Firstaid

. ) The most important action to take
Rough-scaled snake(Tropidechis following a snake hiteisto prevent
carinatus) the poisons from moving into the
Found close to water in moist forested general circulation. Thevenom
country and often at high altitudes, initially spreads through tissues
this snake is nervous and easily close to the bite and collectsin
provoked. Its venom is quite toxic and lymphatic vesselsfrom which it
has caused human fatalities. Bush moves to the blood stream. The
walkers should be aware that this lymphatic vessels run very close to
snake often suns itself on rocks and the skin so an elastic bandage, or

knee-high bushes, especially after rain. | clothing, wrapped firmly around the
bitten limb can slow down the

Small-eyed snake(Cryptophis progress of the venom. Since the
nigrescens) o flow resultsfrom musclemovement
This nocturnal snake livesin wooded asplinttoimmobilisethelimbwill
areasincluding rainforests, feeding help. The old-fashioned methods of
mainly on small reptiles. Bitescan be cutting the wound and using

painful and cause headaches. At least tourniquets are OUT!

oneman has died asaresult so it

should be treated with caution. . A|Ways carry an eastic bandage

when in the bush.

« If bitten, do not panic or rush

around. Move as little and as calmly

as possible.

* Donot try to kill or capturethe

snake which isthen likely to cause

moredamage.

* Do not wash the wound as traces

of venomwill helpmedical

2 authorities to identify the snake.
black snake * Wrap thewound firmly asif for a

What makesasnakedanger ous?

The potential danger of snakes to humans does not just depend on the toxicity * Calmly, get to the nearest doctor
of their venom but is determined by five factors; venom toxicity, venomyield, or hospital, phoning ahead if
fang length, temperament and how often the snake is encountered. possible.

sprain. Keep it on — do not remove
for alook. Makeasplint if possible.




Out and about

A short video has been produced for Coral spawningrouletteiswith us

people planning to walk the again! Predictably unpredictable, the
Thor shorneTrail onHinchinbr ook expected datesthisyear are 11-13

Idand. Designedto helpwalkerstobe ~ November for fringing reefs closeto
properly prepared for their visit, the thecoast and 11-13 December for mid

video offers advice aimed at protecting ~ and offshore reefs. Spawning usually
both the environment and the walker happens three full days after the full

Appearances can be deceptive. The from potential risks. It can be viewed moon, continuing for about three
LakeEachamrainbowfishwas at anumber of DEH information nights— but it is notoriously difficult
believed to have been madeextinctin - centres, the LIPS officein Port to catch the corals at it! Water

the wild by the introduction of other Douglas and tour outlets in the temperature, tides and other local
fishtoitsonly knownhome (Lake Hinchinbrook area. factorsalso affect thetiming. Different
Eacham). However, its seemsthat this by 1 species have their own schedules, but
wily character has been hiding out in A the bulk of the spawning usually takes

disguise. Genetic studiesby CRC
rainforest researchers have shown that
rainbowfish in other nearby |akes,
although they look different, are
actually of the same genetic type as
the Lake Eacham ones.

placefrom8pmto 10pm.

Weedandferal news

A recent blitzonrubber vinein
Lakefield National Park, usinga
species of rust, has been a huge
success. Large areas have been
defoliated and seedlingskilled.

There have There has also been a successful
been recent campaign against lantana on Russell
reports of 4 Island, in the Franklands, and
people observed Stephens Island, in the South
capturing and Barnards. Marine Parksrangers

weeded theislandsin March and a
recent return trip showed very little
regrowth.

killingor removing
amethystinepythons
fromDaintreeNational ¥
Park. Thetakingandkilling
of any native plantsor animalsin a
national park is, of course, illegal. If
you see this happening, please report
it, along with details such as vehicle
registration number, to the ranger on
(070) 980052 0r any DEH office.
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Illustration courtesy Department of Lands

Thunbergia laurifolia aswell as
Thunbergia grandiflora (above) has
been declared a category P2 weed.
This means that both these
destructive vines are to be completely
destroyed throughout an area.

MikeBall DiveExpeditionshave Infestations should be reported to
developed anew divesignal to your local Department of Lands office.
convey the message ‘Look, don’'t
touch’ for use underwater. Named New cat legidation in South Australia
‘Peaceonthereef’, the'V’ peacesign requiresthat al cats beidentified if not
isexplainedinall their pre-dive confined to their own property.
briefings and used whenever anyone Unidentified cats and any cats found
is seen touching the reef. inanational park or morethan 1km
from the closest dwelling can be
The company is keen for thissignal to trapped and euthanased. Sinceit is
be adopted across the entire dive estimated that domestic catskill about
industry, thus helping to prevent 90 million vertebratesin Australiaeach
damageto the delicate marine year, thisis an important step towards
environment. control.

|
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JTroublesin thetropics

Spi ders be ong to the Arachnid group which also includes scorpions, mitessand ~ Cater pi [lars
ticks. There are over 2000 spider speciesin Austraiaand, sincethey arecarnivores, ~ of anumber of moth speciesare ==

most possess a venom strong enough to subdue their prey. covered with spines or hairs

containing venom or irritating
Two are known to have caused human fatalities, the Sydney funnel-web and the substances, which cause itchiness (7NN
redback. Neither of these is naturally found in the wet tropics but redbacks have and pain when they come into contact ( N
been turning up here in increasing numbers, presumably having hitched aride on with human skin or eyes.
trailers, furniture, and so on. It is only the females, the ones marked with the warning )
red spot, which can cause us problems but they are responsible for more cases of Caterpillars of the bag moth (boree moth) are

serious envenomation in Australia than all snakes and marine stingers put together.  usually associated with acacia trees where they
feed and shelter communally, building atent-

The good news is that redbacks are not aggressive, their venom is slow-acting and like bag of silk. They can also be seen travelling
an anti-venom is available. They like undisturbed spots such as outbuildings and head-to-tail in long processionary trails.
can be found underneath logs and rafters so it is always wise to be careful where Contact with the caterpillars, the hairswhich

you put your hands. Some people in redback prone areas have their houses sprayed  they leave on tree barks, cast-off skins or bags

with insecticides but this is not necessarily a smart move because redback predators  can lead to numerous hairs penetrating the skin.

may also bekilled; black house spiderskill redbacks. Itis unwise to sit or camp under trees where

they are present.

Much remains to be discovered about the effects of various spider bites on humans. . o
Hairs can be removed from skin with
tweezers or adhesive tape and eyes
bathed. 5 if pain continues in eyes.

Many, including the common black house spider, can cause severe illness. Wolf
spiders and white-tailed spiders have both been blamed for causing ulcers and
& gk spreading tissue death leading occasionally to
Xhe o on amputation. Thelatter spider isasmall
long-bodied black spider withawhitetip  Green tree ants

Mgt
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toitstail, sometimes found wandering arethe animals most likely to trouble visitors and
_around homes at night. Some people suffer  regidentsiin the coastal wet tropics. They are
little reaction to the bites while for others they everywhere where there is vegetation and bite
become an ordeal. The simple messageis, don't  wjth'anasty nip. Knocking into anest isa
handle spiders. particularly unpleasant experience but the effects
are not serious or long-lasting.
3 Redback — 2, 3,5 & 6.
o e S e S bie tca " %5 Bees and wasps
j £ NS J ] l‘- 4 1 i I
k@s spider for identification. e, Usually stingsresult in local pain and

swelling but some people arealergicto

.. thevenom, their reaction becoming more
severe each time until asting may belife-
threatening. Wasps, defending a nest, can

Australia’s largest spider, the barking or
whistling spider (above), lives in the wet

tropics. Growing up to 6¢cm in body ; :
length with a leg span of 16cm, it eats SCorpions, ¢

; . when attack viciously, each delivering multiple
fs:o?gzrag%tljéargsln?gfr? wgg_ltirggddoor provoked, stings. Wasps remove their stings but
! delivera when a bee departs it leaves behind the

burrows in the ground or under logs and
rocks. With fangsas big asataipan’s, its
bite is painful, leading to nausea,
vomiting and headache, but despite its
appearance it is not aggressive and bites

sting from the tip of
tails. Australian species,
although common, are not
nearly as dangerous as those Remove a bee sting quickly by scraping it
arerare from other parts of theworld. out. Take care not to squeeze more
' Stings are rare and pain usually venom out of the sac.

Mites 3 wearsoff after afew hours. 3

1& 5incase of allergic reactions.

aretiny relatives of spiders. One species
occurring in north Queensland is known @Q (\' A
asthe scrub itch mite. Juvenilespickedup L eech :

by people from logs or vegetation become  are among the most |oathed but least harmful of the animals which might take more than a

sting and attached venom sac which
continues to pump toxinsinto the victim.

lodged in skin folds and under tight passing interest in humans in the rainforest. Related to earthworms, they feed on blood. A
clothing causing an itchy rash. Rarely, leech’s bodly is covered with receptors attuned to heat, cold, light, odour and vibration so
these mites (and ticks) also transmit scrub it js very quick to detect a potential meal. Using suckers on each end of its body, the leech o
typhus, a seriousillness typified by loops swiftly in pursuit. Once on the host it seeks out a dark spot and digsin its teeth, %’erﬂﬂreofr'lp é?ﬁc}rrgﬁm)
headaches and fever which needs releasing an anaesthetic which keeps its presence undetected and an anti-coagulant which
antibiotictreatment. stops the blood from clotting. It falls off when it is full — and up to five times heavier than
] o it was at the beginning of itsmeal. It can last for afurther year without eating.

Remove mites with insect repellent

and wash clothes. Itisdifficult to outwit leeches when they are around in large numbersin wet rainforests.

) Covering the socks and shoes with insect repellent, eucalyptus oil or soap lather is said to
Centi pedes repel them and some people wear pantyhose on the outside of socks and long pants.
up to 15cm long are found in the wet Others simply ignore them and just wash off the blood at the end of the day. L eeches can
tropics. The two powerful jawscan deliver  be encouraged to drop off when heat, such as alighted cigarette, or salt are applied.
apainful bite which may cause nausea. Pulling them off can tear the skin which may then become infected.
Centipedes are fast-moving creatures and ) S ] ) ) )
shouldn't be handled. One potentially dangerous situation is where aleech is not noticed crossing aface in wet

and cold conditions and fastens itself to an eyeball. It does happen! The only safe thing
Use painkillers todoiswait for 15-40 minutes until the leech voluntarily detachesitself and drops off.
\ 5 if complications arise. Pulling it or applying salt may damage the eye.




Bullrouts

Even if you avoid the stingers in the sea and the crocs in the creeks you are not
entirely safein fresh water. In coastal rivers, near rocks and in weedbeds, the
bullrout lurks, lying inwait for small fish and crustaceans. A relative of themarine
stonefish, it sports very similar venomous spines on its fins. Human victims usually
accidentally stand on or brush the fish, the spines even penetrating light footwear
and delivering venom deep below the skin. The pain is excruciating but the venom is,
happily, quickly destroyed by heat.

Avoid bullrout stings by wearing substantial footwear when wading through shallow weedy water, particuII\
below dams and weirs where bullrouts accumul ate. Shuffling may encourage the fish to move away.

Cassowaries and pigs

are the only potentially dangerous large
animalsto be encountered in wet tropic
forests. Although cassowaries will usualy
move away they are unpredictableand it is
not unknown for them to attack people,
kicking forward with strong feet and
dagger-likemiddletoes. Sometimeshirds
which are accustomed to being fed by
people appear aggressive when they approach, expecting
handouts. Cassowaries, like all wild animals, should not be
fed. If a cassowary does approach aggressively back away,
keeping it in sight, and try to get something solid between
you and the bird. Be prepared to hold abag defensively in
front of your body but not above your head as this would
leave your torso vulnerable.

Most pigswill run away from you but if one approaches just step aside, behind atree,
and it will probably keep going.

Monitor lizards

have strong claws and jaws and, if accustomed to being fed, boldly
approach camp and picnic areas. When scared they climb trees (do
not get in their way) and may biteif provoked. Since they feed on
carrion, bacteriain their mouths may cause infection.

Plants
«  One of the worst things avisitor to the rainforest can encounter isthe stinging tree
(below) which frequently growsin clearings and along tracks. Theleavesbristle
s with hollow hairs of silicawhich, when brushed, snap off and inject a powerful
and irritating toxin. The composition of thisisnot fully understood but it
causes intense pain which can last for months, recurring
whenever the area becomes wet or cold.

Dead stinging trees are also hazardous — when disturbed
they release a cloud of stinging hairs which can cause
severe problemsif inhaled. It isagood ideato learn to
recognise and avoid stinging trees.

Singose, if applied immediately is said to relieve
the pain. Try to remove the hairs with depilatory
wax, adhesive tape or by shaving.

5 for severe cases and if inhaled.

Gympiestinging tree

(Ig/en%rocnigengoroi des)
Many other plants also protect themselves with stinging hairs. .,
The burny bean vine (Mucuna gigantea) produces seed o I
pods up to 14cm long covered with golden hairs
which cause a burning sensation in enquiring fingers
for about half an hour.

/
/

Thetar tree (Semecarpus australiensis) (right)
getsitsname from the black resin which dripsfrom
it and which can cause permanent blindness if rubbed in the

eyes. ;, AWy
The cashew-like fruit of the tar tree causes painful ulcers of the mouth if eaten but is

only one of many toxic rainforest fruits. Don’t sample, unless very sure of what you
are putting in your mouth.

5if necessary

42
5if necessary

(—: . )
First aid

Pleasenotethat different peoplehave

different reactionstovenoms. Ur gent

medical attention may beneeded for

unusually severer eactions.

Apply pressure bandage
1 (firm, not tight, asfor a
sprain). Immobiliseaffected
part using splintsfor limbs.
This prevents venom from moving
around the body. NEVER usea
tourniquet.
Shakes and, in case of allergic
reaction, bees, wasps and ants.

2 Do NOT apply pressure
bandage and immobilisation
techniques. Restriction of

movement of some venomswill cause
tissue damage and increase pain. It
may be more quickly destroyed if it
moves around the body.

Redback spider, bullrout and ticks.

Application of cold pack —
3 coldwater, withiceif
possible, in abag.

Redback spider, scorpions,
centipedes, bees, wasps and ants.

Application of hot water. This
4 should be about 50deg. and
kept at that temperature. Test
the temperature with
unaffected limb or unaffected person
— do NOT scald the area. Hot water
can relieve pain and can destroy some
venoms.
Bullrout

5 Seek medical assistance. Be
prepared to use artificial
respiration. Do not |leave the

victimalone.

Shakes, redback spider — and strong
reactions to many of the animals and
plants featured on this page.

Anti-venomavailable
6 Snakes, funnel-web spider,
redback spider, ticks.

First aid tipsin accordance with St

John Ambulance Australia advice.

. J,




QWhentraditional fish-poisonsare
putintowater how ar ethefish
killed?

A Over 30 plant species are recorded
as having been used for poisoning
fishin Australia. Usually the
appropriate part of the plant, such as
leaves or bark, is pounded and put
into apool or dammed-off part of a
river or in asealagoon at low tide.
The active constituents of the plants
appear to be alkaloids, saponins or,
less effective, tannins. Some plants
act faster than others; the vines of
Derris species, which contain
saponins, are so effective they are
knownas‘wild dynamite’.

Fish are stupefied and rise to the
surface where they are easily caught
or speared. It is sometimes said that
the chemicalsremove oxygen from
the water, thus causing the fish to
simply suffocate. However, the
saponins may actually act on the
blood corpuscles, affecting the
ability of the blood within the fish to
carry oxygen, while tannins may
interfere with the function of the gills.
Since the dead fish must be edible
the poisons used presumably have
no ill-effects on humans, although
there are sometimes prohibitions on
drinking the water from the pond
afterwards. Itisdifficult tofind
information on this subject so
contributions from readers would be
welcome.

Fish-poisoning iscommon
throughout the world and has been
recorded from Malaysia, India, South
Africaand North and South America.

Questions & Answers

QArerainforest treesbasically
har dwoodsor softwoods?

A Thisterminology is based on the
classification of the trees rather than
the strength of the timber.
Gymnosperms, such as the pine
group of trees are classed as
softwoods. This includes native
pines such as the hoop, bunya and
brown pinesin rainforest and the
cyprus pines of the drier country.
Eucalypts and most rainforest trees
are classed as hardwoods, though
thisis no guarantee that the timber
will behard.

QHowlongdobatslive?

A If they survivethefirst few years
most species, both megabats (flying
foxes and other fruit and nectar
eaters) and microbats (insectivores
and carnivores), seemto livefor
about 20-25 years.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycleisakit for
schools. There are two versions, the
Preschool to Y ear 3 source book and
the Years4to 7 one. Each hasa
Background Notes booklet, an
Activities Booklet, a poster and
evaluation sheet. Schools have
received these kits but other
interested people can purchase them
from Department of Environment and
Heritage outletsfor $10 each.

Tourist talk
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Australia has only about six percent of
theworld' s species of terrestrial and
marine snakes but these include nearly
25 percent of all venomous snakes and
about 40 percent of dangerous front-
fanged snakes.

Thesmall-scaled snake(alsoknown
astheinlandtaipan andfier cesnake)
hasthemost toxicvenom of all
Australian snakes— but it deliversit
in small quantities, it hassmall fangs,
isreluctant tobiteand livesinvery
spar sely populated partsof Australia.

The average amount of venom
produced by ataipan in one biteis
enoughtokill 12 000 guineapigs.

A speciesof funnel-web spider has
recently beendiscoveredinthe
Daintreearea. Itiscertainly not
abundant andisrarely encounter ed; it
Pagtaken scientists 40 or 50 yearsto
indit!

Thevenom (atraxotoxin) foundinmale
Sydney funnel-web spidersand in
both sexes of other funnel-web spiders
can kill humans, monkeysand mice but
has no effect on other animals —
probably afluke of nature.

Spider silk isstronger than steel of
thesamethickness, but verylight. A
strand 0.005mmindiameter,long
enoughtoencircletheworld,would
weigh lessthan 170 grams.

Male platypuses have a venomous
spur on the inside of each rear leg
which can cause painful wounds.

If eaten, toxinsin finger cherries
(Rhodomyrtus macrocarpa) cause
permanent blindness.

Many ornamental plants are
dangerous. Oleander (both the pink,
white or red flowering species and the
yellow flowering type) iscommonly
grown, yet the consumption of just a
few flowers, leaves or seeds can cause
death from heart failure. Every part of
these plants is poisonous and people
havebecomevery ill simply from
inhaling the smoke of burning
branches or simply stirring their tea
withatwig. Allamandaand pink
periwinklearea sotoxic.

Aboriginesaresaid tohaveused
stingingtreeleavesasa curefor
rheumatism,just asEur opean
rheumatism suffer sused therelated
stinging nettle.

At theimmature stage atick isno
larger than apin head but increasesin
size by up to 400 timeswhilefeeding
on its host.



Hazardsin the forest - Homo sapiens

Therearevariousterrestrial sub-species.

H. sapiens junkfoodius
feedswild animals, making them sick and/or demanding

H. sapiens tramplicus
squashes saplings and compacts soil around tree roots

H. sapiens petus
brings uninvited guests

H. sapiens litterus
destroys the environment with litter

H. sapiens tarzanicus

breaks vines ) ) ”
H. sapiens campus insensitivus

destroys vegetation and puts soap in waterways

H. sapiens plundericus

H. sapiens blindus
steals plants and animals uses too bright lights when spotlighting

Cartoons by Donnelly 7



Book shelf

Australia’ sDanger ousCreatures
Reader’s Digest Services Pty Ltd

Sydney (1987)

There is a wealth of information on
Australians (animals and plants, from
land and sea) to be avoided.

ToxicPlantsand Animals

A Guidefor Australia

Jeanette Covacevich, Peter Davie, John
Pearn (eds)

Queensland Museum (1987)

While covering the same ground, this
book hasmorescientificdetall. Thereis
a large section on venomous land
snakesand auseful key for identifying
spiders.

VenomousCreaturesof Australia

A Field Guidewith Noteson First Aid
Dr Struan K. Sutherland

Melbourne University Press(1982)

Anexcellentfieldguide.

ThePuffinBook of Australian Spiders
Helen Hunt
PuffinBooks(1989)

Akids book withuseful informationand
illustrations.

Australian Snakes
Richard Shine
Reed Books(1994)

Ampleinformation on snake biology.

Graeme Gow's Complete Guide to
Australian Snakes
Angus and Robertson (1989)

A comprehensiveidentificationguide.

The Queensland Museum has an
excellent seriesof one-pagel eafletson
a vast range of subjects. No.2 deals
with dangeroussnakesin Queensland,
no.33with Townsvillesnakes, nos.35-
46 with spiders, no.47 with scorpions,
centipedesand millipedes, and nos.70,
71, 78,80, 83withsnakes.

Opinions expressed in Tropical
Topics are not necessarily those of
the Department of Environment and
Heritage (EPA).

Whileall efforts have been madeto
verify facts, the Department of
Environment and Heritage (EPA)
takes no responsibility for the
accuracy of information supplied in
Tropical Topics.

This newsletter was produced by the Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage (now The Environmental
Protection Agency) with funding from the Wet Tropics Management Authority.
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